To:  Robberson,  Bill[Robberson. Bill@epa.gov] 

From:  Coulam,  Nancy 

Sent:  Tue  8/1 1/2015  6:32:17  PM 

Subject:  Fwd:  Information  on  Toxic  Spill  Near  Silverton  CO 

News  Release  15-17  San  Juan  River  Arm  Caution  .pdf 

Bill,  see  this  message  about  what  USGS  is  doing. 
Forwarded  message 


From:  Whetton,  Linda  <lwhetton@usbr.gov> 

Date:  Tue,  Aug  11,  2015  at  12:12  PM 

Subject:  Information  on  Toxic  Spill  Near  Silverton  CO 

To:  Beverley  Heffeman  <bheffeman@usbr.gov>.  Brian  Sadler  <sadler@wapa.gov>.  Charles 
Lewis  <charles.lewis@,bia.gov>.  Charley  Bulletts  <cbulletts@,kaibabpaiute-nsn.gov>.  Chris 
Cantrell  <ccantrell@azgfd.gov>.  "Christopher  S.  Harris"  <csharris@crb.ca.gov>.  Dave 
Uberuaga  <dave  uberuaga@nps.gov>.  David  Nimkin  <dnimkin@npca.org>.  "deborah.dixon" 
<deborah.dixon@state.nm.us>.  Don  Ostler  <dostler@ucrcommission.com>.  Ed  Gerak 
<egerak@bwcdd.com>.  Eric  Millis  <ericmillis@utah.gov>,  Garry  Cantley 
<garry . c anti ey  @bi  a . go  v>.  Gerald  Myers  <j  Personal  Email/Ex.  6 ] Glen  Knowles 
<gknowles@usb.r.gov>.  Jayne  Harkins  <i bar lobsifi/ax mw  n i fer  Gimbel 

Jennifer  gimbel@ios.doi.gov>.  Jeny  Lee  Cox  <f — Pereonal^maWExT'e — N Jessica  Neuwerth 


<ineuwerth@crb.ca.gov>.  Jim  deVos  <idevos@azgfd7gbT’>7’"JbW’H7McC’iow" 
<j mcclow@ugrwcd.org>.  John  Hamill  it  ;j-1-~Ve7son;rEgiT<ix:-6  ; J oh n Jordan 

cjciordan  1 @cox.net>.  Kerry  Christensen  <cuszhman@vahoo.com>.  Kevin  Dahl 
<kdahl@npca.org>.  Kirk  Young  <kirk  youn g@,fws.gov>.  Kurt  Dongoske 
<kdongoske@cableone.net>.  Kyrie  Fry  <kfry@.usgs.gov>.  Larry  Stevens 


f Personal  Email/Ex!  6 j ”Lei8h  1 Kuwanwisiwma" 

<rKuwa'rmTSTW'maTm'nupi':n'srrrcs^-:'x;eslie  James  <creda@creda.cc>,  Loretta  Jackson-Kelly 
<lortac@frontiernet.net>.  Lori  Caramanian  <lori  caramanian@ios.doi.gov>.  Lynn  Jeka 
<j eka@wapa.gov>.  Marianne  Crawford  <mcrawford@usbr.gov>.  Martha  Hahn 
<martha_hahn@nps.gov>.  Maiy  Orton  <mai~v@maryorton.com>.  Meghann  Olson 
<molson@kaibabpaiute-nsn.gov>.  Michael  Yeatts  <michael .veatts@,nau.edu>.  Ora  Marek- 
Martinez  <oramm @navaj o-nsn . gov>.  Robert  King  <robertking@utah.gov>.  Sam  Jansen 
j Personal  Email/Ex.  6 | Shane  Capron  <capron@wapa. gov>.  Steve  Spangle 
<steve_spangre@Fws. gov>.  Steve  Wolff  <steve.wolff@wvo.gov>.  "Tanya  M.  Trujillo" 
<ttrujlllo@crb.ca.gov>.  Ted  Kowalski  <ted.kowalski@,state.co.us>.  Ted  Rampton 
<ted@uamps.com>.  Thomas  Buschatzke  <tbuschatzke@,azwater.gov>.  Vineetha  Kartha 
<vkartha@azwater. gov>.  Warren  Turkett  <wturkett@,crc.nv. gov>.  William  Stewart 
<bstewart@azgfd.gov> 

Cc:  Bill  Davis  <amp.bdavis@ecoplanaz.com>.  Brian  Chamberlain  <htc4@havasupai-nsn.gov>. 

"Camille  (Calimlim)  Touton"  <m ari aca m i 11  crouton @ i os . doi . gov>.  "Colleen  K.  Lane" 
<cklane@azwater.gov>.  Daphne  Sien~a  <htc  1 @havasupai -nsn. gov>.  Dave  Rogowski 
<drogowski@azgfd.gov>.  Don  Watahomigie  <htchair@havasupai-nsn.gov>.  Eva  Kissoon 
<htc5@havasupai-nsn.gov>.  "gloria,  varela"  <gloria.varela@,state.nm.us>.  Jane  Lyder 
<1  ane  Jvder@nps. gov>.  Jason  Tucker  <jtucker@;usbr.gov>.  Jennifer  Rebenack 


<jennifer jrebenack@nps.gov>.  Joe  A Miller 


Personal  Email/Ex.  6 


~Kate  Mclntire  - DNR 
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<kate.mcintire@,state.co.us>.  Katrina  Grantz  <kgrantz@usbr. gov>.  Leandra  Wescogame 
<htc2@havasuapai-nsn.gov>.  Levi  Hutchinson  <lhutchinson@usbr.gov>.  Marty  Rozelle 
<RGL97marty@rozellegroup.com>.  Mary  Barger  <mbarger@usbr.gov>.  "Matthew  Putesoy, 

Sr."  <htvchair@havasupai-nsn.gov>.  Mike  Runge  <mrunge@usgs.gov>.  Peter  Bungart 
<pbungart@circaculture.com>.  Robert  Snow  <robcrt.snow@sohdoi.gov>.  Sarah  Rinkevich 
<sarah_rinkevich@fws. gov>.  Serena  Mankiller  <smankiller@usgs.gov>.  Shanese  Crosby 
<scrosby@triangleassociates.com>.  Shelton  Manakaja  <htc3@havasupai-nsn.gov>.  Theresa 
Johnson  <ti ohnson@,azwater. gov>.  Amee  Baker  <aandreason@usbr.gov>.  Chris  Schill 
<cschill@,usgs.gov>.  Christopher  Watt  <cwatt@usbr.gov>.  Clayton  Palmer 
<cspalmer@wapa.gov>.  Colby  Pellegrino  <colbv .pellegrino@snwa.com>.  Dan  Bunk 
<db unk@usbr. gov>.  Daniel  Patterson  <swpeer@peer.org>.  David  Wegner 
<david.wegner@mail .house.gov>.  Deborah  Lawler  <dlawler@usbr.gov>.  Janet  Kirsch 
<jkirsch@usbr.gov>.  Jayne  Kelleher  <jkelleher@usbr.gov>.  Jeanine  Borchardt 
<jeanine.borchardt@ihs.gov>.  Jeff  Lucero  <jlucero@usbr.gov>.  John  Carter  <icarter@hkcf- 
law.com>.  Justin  Tade  <iustin.tade@sol.doi.gov>.  Kathy  Kunysz  <kkunysz@mwdh2o.com>. 
Kerry  Rae  <karen_rae@,ios.doi.gov>.  "Laura  M.  Trujillo"  <lauram.truiillo@,state.nm.us>.  Laurie 
Parish  <lauri e pari sh@nps . gov>.  Lee  Case  <hlcase@usgs.gov>.  Lynn  Hamilton 
<gcrg@infomagic.net>.  Mark  Cunningham  <markcunningham@sundancehelicopters.com>. 
Melynda  Roberts  <mroberts@usbr , gov>.  Rob  Billerbeck  <rob_  p_  billerbeck@nps.gov>.  Rodney 
McVey  <rodnev.mcvev@,bia.gov>.  Seth  Shanahan  <seth.shanahan@snwa.com>.  Shana  Tighi 
<sti ghi @usbr. gov>.  Tamera  Hock  <T508537@gmaiLcom>.  Ted  Richey 
<derichev539412365@hotmail.com>.  Terzinda  Vinson  <terzinda  vinson@ios.doi.gov>.  Todd 
Brindle  <todd  I3rindle@nps.g0v>  Clifford  Barrett  <cibarre@q.com>.  Craig  Ellsworth 
<cllsworth@,wapa.gov>.  David  Bennion  <benn i on@ wapa . gov>.  Evelyn  Erlandsen 
<ei erl andsen@azwater . gov>.  "Janet  R.  Balsom"  <ian_balsom@nps.gov>.  Lesley  Fitzpatrick 
<leslev _fitzpatrick@fws.gov>.  Lisa  Meyer  <lmmeyer@wapa.gov>.  Mark  Anderson 
<mark_anderson@nps . gov>.  Michelle  Brown  <michel1e_brown@ios.doi.gov>.  Paul  Harms 
<paul.harms@state.nm.us>.  Randy  Seaholm  <skseaholm@gmail.com>.  Rosemary  Sucec 
<rosem ary_sucec@nps.gov>.  "William  E.  Davis"  <wdavis@ecoplanaz.com>.  Brian  Healy 
<brian_healy@nps.gov>.  Jeff  Cole  <i cole@nndfw.org>.  Kirk  LaGory  <lagorv@anl.gov>.  Dave 
Lytle  <dlvtle@usgs.gov>.  Diane  Jacobs  <dtiacobs@usgs.gov>.  Helen  Fairley 
<hfairley@usgs.gov>.  Lucas  Bair  <lbair@usgs.gov>.  Paul  Grams  <pgrams@usgs.gov>.  Phil 
Davis  <pdavis@usgs.gov>.  Scott  VanderKooi  <svanderkooi@,usgs.gov>.  Ted  Melis 
<tmelis@usgs.gov> 


See  message  below  from  Scott  VanderKooi  and  the  EPA.  Also,  just  added  another  link  at  the  bottom  of  the  message. 
Attached  is  news  release  as  well. 


All, 


I'm  sure  by  now  most  of  you  have  heard  of  last  week's  toxic  spill  near  Silverton,  Colorado  that  has  flowed  into  the 
Animas  River  and  has  been  moving  downstream.  I've  received  several  inquiries  about  the  spill  and  what  effect  it  may 
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have  on  Lake  Powell  and  downstream.  I've  been  in  contact  with  the  TWG  leadership  and  we  agreed  to  gather  some 
information  and  pass  it  along.  At  the  bottom  of  this  email  is  also  the  latest  release  from  EPA  with  additional 
information,  and  a press  release  from  Glen  Canyon  National  Recreation  Area  is  attached. 


Monitoring  is  being  conducted  by  several  agencies  including  Utah  Division  of  Water  Quality  (UDWQ),  the  USGS  Utah 
Water  Science  Center  and  others.  Reclamation  and  others  received  this  update  Sunday  afternoon  on  UDWQ's 
sampling  plans: 


* We  have  a crew  at  the  stateline  with  a pH  meter  waiting  for  the  plume.  We  estimate  that  the  plume  will  arrive 
between  3:00pm  and  midnight  tonight  (assuming  a travel  time  from  Kirtland  of  1 .4  of  3 mph). 

* We  plan  to  take  metals  samples  and  pH  readings  at  the  state  line  at  12:00,  3:00  pm,  6:00  pm,  and  9:00  pm  today. 

* We  will  transport  these  samples  to  SLC  early  tomorrow  for  analysis  either  at  a private  lab  or  our  state  lab  and 
expect  to  have  data  to  report  by  Tuesday. 

* We  have  sondes  in  the  river  measuring  continuous  pH  at  Montezuma,  Sand  Island,  and  Mexican  Hat  (map 
attached).  We  were  not  able  to  deploy  a continuous  instrument  at  the  stateline  site. 

* Beginning  tomorrow  we  will  collect  water  column  samples  at  all  four  sites  once  in  the  morning  and  again  in  the 
afternoon.  We  will  continue  this  sampling  regime  until  Friday  unless  there  is  reason  to  cut  it  short  or  go  longer. 

* Two  of  our  samplers  are  at  Shiprock  talking  with  USGS  now.  They  report  that  the  leading  edge  is  either  2 or  15 
miles  downstream  of  Shiprock.  pH  readings  at  Shiprock  are  8.09.  It  appears  that  the  plume  is  buffered  and  we  don't 
expect  to  see  a pH  signal  when  it  enters  Utah.  Depending  on  which  report  is  correct  and  the  travel  rate,  we  expect  it 
arrive  at  the  border  as  early  as  3:00  pm  but  more  likely  not  until  early  tomorrow  morning. 

* We  think  it  is  unlikely  that  they  will  be  able  to  visually  see  the  plume  when  it  arrives.The  river  is  very  turbid  due  to 
rains  and  our  crew  does  not  think  they  will  be  able  to  visually  see  the  plume  when  it  arrives.  They  describe  the  river 
now  as  red,  turbid,  and  consistency  of  a smoothie. 

They  have  a website  set  up  now  that  is  being  updated  as  information  comes  in.  Here’s  the  link: 

http://www.deq.utah.qov/TopicsAA/ater/qoldkinqmine/index.htm 

I also  contacted  Cory  Angeroth  the  Chief  of  the  Surveillance  Section  with  the  USGS  Utah  Water  Science  Center  and 
here's  what  he  sent  about  their  sampling  plans  on  the  lower  San  Juan  R.  and  Lake  Powell: 

Scott:  we  are  planning  on  collecting  samples  in  the  San  Juan  arm  of  lake  Powell  on  Aug  23  as  part  of  Dave  Naftz 
mercury  project.  We  will  also  collect  some  samples  at  the  bluff  Gage  once  we  determine  the  timing  of  arrival.  Will  let 
you  know  when  and  what  we  plan  to  do.  Cory 


Preliminary  information  from  other  sources  is  suggesting  that  the  early  biological  indicators  in  the  Animas  R.  are 
generally  good.  Time  will  tell  if  this  holds  for  the  long  term. 


hftp://www.mountainstudies.orq/news//earlv-siqns-qood-for-animas-river-bioloqy 


http://www.hcn.orq/articles/when-our-river-turned-oranqe-animas-river-spill 


A couple  other  things  to  note.  The  revised  estimate  of  3 million  gallons  spilled  equals  about  401 ,000  cubic  feet.  While 
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this  is  definitely  a lot  of  toxic  waste  and  will  likely  have  lasting  effects  on  the  Animas  River,  it  only  equals  just  under  4 
minutes  of  the  total  flow  of  the  San  Juan  R.  as  of  Monday  morning  at  Farmington  (1700  cfs;  in  response  to  a request 
from  EPA,  Reclamation  increased  releases  at  Navajo  Dam  from  about  675  cfs  to  about  1 ,300  cfs  from  August  7-10, 
its  now  back  to  650  cfs).  It  also  equals  9.2  acre  feet  and  Lake  Powell's  volume  is  currently  around  13  million  acre  feet. 
The  dilution  factor  in  the  river  and  especially  the  reservoir  are  going  to  make  it  more  and  more  difficult  to  detect  this 
spill  and  its  contents  the  further  downstream  you  go. 


I'm  happy  to  discuss  potential  responses  beyond  those  already  being  implemented  by  UDWQ,  USGS,  BOR,  UWSC, 
and  other  agencies. 


Scott 


Scott  VanderKooi 
Chief 


USGS 

Grand  Canyon  Monitoring  and  Research  Center 
2255  N.  Gemini  Dr. 

Flagstaff,  AZ  86001 

Phone:928-556-7376  fax:  928-556-7100 
e-mail:  svanderkooi@usas.gov 


From:  US  Environmental  Protection  Agency  <noreplv-subscriptions@epa.qov> 

Date:  Mon,  Aug  10,  2015  at  12:08  PM 

Subject:  US  EPA  Region  6 Gold  King  Mine  Release  Update-080915 

8/9/15  Gold  King  Mine  Release  Update 
BACKGROUND 

On  August  5,  while  investigating  the  Gold  King  Mine  in  Colorado,  the  EPA  and  State  Division  of  Reclamation  Mining 
and  Safety  triggered  a large  release  of  mine  wastewater  into  Cement  Creek.  The  EPA  is  working  closely  with  first 
responders  and  local  and  state  officials  to  monitor  water  contaminated  by  the  release.  The  release’s  path  flows 
through  3 of  the  EPA’s  regions  (Region  8 (Colorado/Utah  & Southern  Ute  Tribe);  Region  6 (New  Mexico),  and  Region 
9 (Navajo  Nation).  The  EPA  has  activated  its  Emergency  Operations  System  to  ensure  coordination  among  its 
regions,  laboratories  and  national  program  offices  in  Washington,  D.C.  The  EPA  is  closely  coordinating  with  the 
officials  in  Colorado,  New  Mexico,  Utah,  Southern  Ute  Tribe  and  Navajo  Nation. 

For  the  latest  information,  photos,  and  the  data  when  available, 
visit:  http://epaosc.org/site/site  profile. aspx?site  id=11082. 

• Claims  process 

A claims  process  exists  for  compensating  citizens  who  suffer  personal  injury  or  property  damage  caused  by  U S. 
government  actions.  The  process  is  available  in  the  EPA’s  regulations  at  40  CFR  Part  10,  and  includes  guidance  on 
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documentation  that  may  be  required  to  support  claims  for  loss  of  employment  and  loss  of  income,  among  other 
claims. 

Claims  for  monetary  compensation  may  be  filed  by  submitting  a Standard  Form  95  specifying  the  nature  of  the  loss 
suffered  and  the  EPA  actions,  if  known,  causing  the  loss  or  damage  to  property,  to  either  of  the  following  contacts: 

Richard  Feldman 

Claims  Officer 

U S.  EPA  Office  of  General  Counsel 
1200  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  NW  (MC  2399A) 

Washington,  D.C.  20460 
Michael  Nelson 

U.S.  EPA  Region  8 Office  of  Regional  Counsel 
1595  Wynkoop  Street  (MC  8RC) 

Denver,  CO  80202 

Alternatively,  claimants  may  submit  signed  electronic  versions  of  Standard  Form  95  to  the  EPA  for  the  Gold  King 
Mine  Release  via  e-mail  at  R8  GKM  Claims@epa.gov  beginning  Tuesday,  August  11, 2015. 

The  tillable  PDF  version  of  Standard  Form  95  is  available  in  the  documents  section  of  this  website  or  via  the  link 
below: 

http://www.epaosc.Org/sites/1 1082/files/StandardForm95. pdf 

Standard  Form  95  is  used  to  present  claims  against  the  United  States  under  the  Federal  Tort  Claims  Act  (FTCA)  for 
property  damage,  personal  injury,  or  death  allegedly  caused  by  a federal  employee’s  negligence  or  wrongful  act  or 
omission  occurring  within  the  scope  of  the  employee's  federal  employment. 

Standard  Form  95  is  not  required  to  present  a claim  under  the  FTCA,  but  it  is  a convenient  format  for  supplying  the 
information  necessary  to  bring  an  FTCA  claim.  Please  note  that  a completed  form  must  state  a claim  for  money 
damages  in  a “sum  certain”  amount  (that  is,  a specific  amount)  claimed  for  personal  injury,  death,  or  injury  to  or  loss 
of  property.  In  addition,  if  a sum  certain  is  not  specified  in  Standard  Form  95  block  12d,  or  in  accompanying 
information,  a submission  cannot  be  considered  a valid  presentation  of  a claim. 

Although  the  EPA’s  regulations  state  that  the  EPA  has  6 months  to  resolve  a claim,  the  Agency  will  make  every  effort 
to  respond  to  Gold  King  Mine  release  claims  as  soon  as  possible.  Claims  must  be  presented  to  the  EPA  within  two 
years  after  the  claim  accrues. 

• Mine  discharge  treatment 

The  flow  from  the  Gold  King  mine  was  measured  at  548  gallons  per  minute  as  of  noon  on  August  8.  The  mine  water 
is  being  treated  in  a series  of  settling  ponds  constructed  near  the  portal.  The  treatment  appears  to  be  effective.  The 
pH  (acidity)  of  the  water  is  being  raised  with  the  addition  of  lime  and  sodium  hydroxide  solution  to  facilitate 
sedimentation  of  the  metals  in  the  ponds.  Flocculant  is  being  added  to  increase  the  amount  of  sedimentation.  The 
treated  water  that  is  being  discharged  to  Cement  Creek  has  a pH  of  5.5. 

ASPECT 

This  morning,  the  EPA’s  ASPECT  (Airborne  Spectral  Photometric  Environmental  Collection  Technology)  flyover 
observed  that  the  conditions  from  Farmington  to  Durango  show  improvement.  While  the  San  Juan  River  remains 
discolored,  the  leading  edge  of  the  contaminant  plume  is  no  longer  visible.  These  visual  observations  are  a useful 
indicator,  however,  water  quality  data  will  provide  the  definitive  information  about  river  conditions.  Aerial  photos  will 
be  available  in  the  next  day  or  two  at  http://epaosc.org/qoldkinqmine. 
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• Water  quality  data 

Yesterday,  the  EPA  collected  water  quality  samples  from  nine  locations  in  the  river  near  intakes  for  Aztec, 

Farmington,  Lower  Valley  Water  Users  Association,  Morning  Star  Water  Supply  System  and  the  North  Star  Water 
User  Association.  Each  of  these  locations  will  continue  to  monitor  as  the  release  makes  its  way  past  these  areas.  In 
the  San  Juan  River,  the  release  is  moving  at  about  2.5  miles  per  hour  and  as  of  3 p.m.  yesterday  it  had  reached 
Nenahnezad,  NM,  approximately  9 miles  west  of  Farmington.  The  EPA’s  Mobile  Command  Post  arrived  in 
Farmington  today.  At  the  request  of  New  Mexico  Environmental  Department  (NMED),  the  EPA  is  sending  additional 
scientist  and  technicians  to  New  Mexico  to  assist  with  water  quality  monitoring,  sampling  and  outreach. 

Water  quality  data  from  throughout  the  affected  region  continues  to  be  collected  and  evaluated.  This  morning  the 
EPA  released  a detailed  data  table  of  the  sampling  in  Cement  Creek  and  the  upper  portions  of  the  Animas  River  from 
August  5,  the  date  of  the  incident,  and  August  6.  The  data  table  contains  a list  of  analyzed  constituents,  largely 
metals,  and  their  numeric  value  in  micrograms  per  liter,  which  is  equal  to  parts  per  billion,  or  ppb. 

Collection,  transport  and  lab  analysis  of  metals  in  water  is  complex  and  time  consuming.  Workers  at  the  lab  and  data 
experts  are  working  continuously  to  evaluate  and  summarize  the  data. 

The  incident,  which  occurred  on  August  5,  caused  a spike  in  concentrations  of  total  and  dissolved  metals  as  the 
contaminated  mine  water  moved  downstream.  These  concentrations  began  to  trend  toward  pre-event  conditions  by 
August  6.  August  7 and  8 data,  when  it  is  evaluated,  will  inform  whether  the  trend  towards  pre-event  conditions 
continues.  EPA  is  working  with  state  and  local  government  officials  to  determine  when  to  reopen  both  drinking  water 
intakes  and  open  the  river  for  recreation. 

The  contaminant  plume  is  depositing  sediments  and  we  are  beginning  to  assess  the  impacts  of  the  sediment. 

Link  to  data  table:  http://epaosc.org/aoldkinamine  (under  “documents”) 

• Discharge  estimates 

USGS  measured  increased  flows  at  a streamgage  starting  at  about  12:30  p.m.  and  ending  about  7:15  p.m.  This 
resulted  in  a provisional  calculated  flow  volume  of  3,043,067  gallons  discharged  from  the  Gold  King  Mine.  The  EPA’s 
original  estimate  of  1 million  gallons  discharged  from  the  Gold  King  Mine  was  based  on  an  estimate  of  the  size  of  the 
adit.  A streamgage  is  an  instrument  that  measures  volume  by  measuring  flow,  which  is  much  more  precise. 

• EPA  resources  dedicated  to  the  response 

The  EPA  has  deployed  ten  On  Scene  Coordinators  in  Silverton,  Durango  and  Farmington,  New  Mexico.  Water 
quality  experts  and  several  technicians  and  contractors  will  respond  to  the  discharge  as  it  reaches  communities  in 
New  Mexico.  Two  Public  Information  Officers  (PIOs)  are  also  on  site  in  Durango  at  the  Joint  Information  Center  (JIC). 
In  the  EPA’s  regional  office  in  Denver,  there  are  21  employees  and  one  contractor  providing  support  services  to  the 
response.  Several  incident  management  team  positions  will  be  deployed  to  Durango  on  Monday.  Two  Community 
Involvement  Coordinators  (CICs)  were  deployed  to  Farmington  today  and  will  meet  with  local  Navajo  Chapter  officials 
and  host  public  meetings  in  the  coming  days.  The  CICs  will  also  partner  with  Navajo  Nation  EPA  (NNEPA)  and 
Navajo  Department  of  Public  Safety  to  ensure  comprehensive  outreach  to  all  affected  Navajo  Chapters.  The  EPA 
has  tapped  into  several  contracting  mechanisms  to  provide  support  for  the  response,  which  includes  water  quality 
sampling,  drinking  water  and  agricultural  water  distribution  as  well  as  construction  and  maintenance  of  the  water 
treatment  ponds. 

• List  of  work  with  local,  tribal,  state  and  federal  agencies 

EPA  Region  8 is  coordinating  the  incident  with  EPA  Regions  6 and  9,  the  States  of  Colorado,  Utah  and  New  Mexico, 
and  the  Navajo  Nation  and  Southern  Ute  Tribes  as  well  as  the  San  Juan  County,  City  of  Durango  and  the  Town  of 
Silverton. 

EPA  Region  8 is  coordinating  with  Agency  for  Toxic  Substances  and  Disease  Registry  (ATSDR)  in  response  to  public 
health  concerns/questions  associated  with  the  mine  waste  plume.  ATSDR  has  been  in  communication  with  local 
health  officials  at  San  Juan  County  Basin  Health  Department  in  Colorado. 

The  Colorado  Fish  and  Wildlife  Conservation  Office  is  monitoring  effects  on  wildlife  and  aquatic  life  in  the  affected 
area.  The  Colorado  Department  of  Public  Health  and  the  Environment  is  assisting  with  drinking  water  concerns. 
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EPA  Region  9 is  working  with  the  Navajo  Nation  and  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs.  The  discharge  has  moved  quickly 
and  is  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Navajo  Nation  boundary,  near  Kirtland,  NM.  Navajo  officials  have  reacted  quickly, 
assessing  their  well  fields  and  drinking  and  irrigation  water  intake  systems  and  issuing  a precautionary  "do  not  use" 
public  service  announcement  regarding  water  from  potentially  impacted  sources.  Region  9 held  a conference  call 
today  with  NNEPA  and  Navajo  Department  of  Public  Safety. 

The  Navajo  EPA  surface  water  monitoring  program  (Shiprock  Office)  collected  water  and  sediment  samples  from  the 
San  Juan  River  yesterday  - prior  to  the  release’s  impact.  Region  9 provided  2 contractors  and  4 additional  personnel 
are  en  route  to  coordinate  and  conduct  increased  sample  collection  and  lab  analysis  in  conjunction  with  NNEPA. 

EPA  Region  6 is  coordinating  with  the  NMED  to  determine  the  potential  impacts  on  water  quality  in  the  state  and 
impacted  communities  that  rely  on  the  river.  The  EPA  and  NMED  are  providing  free  water  quality  testing  for  private 
drinking  water  well  owners  in  the  affected  area  as  well  as  providing  water  quality  monitoring  for  the  five  drinking  water 
systems  with  intakes  from  the  river. 

The  EPA  is  working  with  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  and  the  U.S.  Geological  Service. 


http://www.cnn.com/201 5/08/1 0/us/epa-river-spill-residents/ 

If  you  would  rather  not  receive  future  communications  from  Environmental  Protection  Agency,  let  us  know  by 

clicking  here.  Environmental  Protection  Agency,  Fountain  Place  12th  Floor,  Suite  1200  1445  Ross  Avenue,  Dallas,  TX  75202-2733 

United  States 
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